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New look parade will head downtown with Larry 
Johnson in the lead 
 
 Mondayôs Labor Day parade will be 
different from start to finish. 
 Led by grand marshal Larry 
Johnson, a veteran Machinist, the holiday 
procession will head down Broadway 
toward the Ohio River.  
 Gov. Steve Beshear, right, is 
honorary grand marshal of the 36th annual 
parade, whose theme is óPast, Present, 
and Future Together With Solidarity.ò 
 The procession will start at 9:30 
a.m. at Broadway and 14th Street and end 
at Broadway and 2nd Street. ñItôs a little 
different concept this year,ò said Brandon Duncan, president of the Western 
Kentucky Labor Day Committee, the all-volunteer non-profit group which puts on 
the cityôs annual end-of-summer holiday program. ñWe will have a lot of different 
things going on in the downtown area, too.ò 
 After the parade, activities will shift to the downtown parking lot, across 
from Whalerôs Catch Restaurant. ñWeôll have inflatables for kids, food and 
merchant vendors, a bike show, a car show, a beer garden and a farmersô 
market,ò said Duncan, who is also a member of Steelworkers Local 727. ñWe 
think we have something for everybody.ò  
 ñShaky Road,ò a band whose members belong to IBEW Local 816, will 
provide musical entertainment before the traditional presentation of parade 
awards and the political speaking. ñWe arenôt sure when the governor will speak,ò 
Duncan said. ñHe has another commitment in Owensboro.ò 
 The Kentucky State AFL-CIO endorsed Beshear, a Democrat, for 
reelection. Other 2011 candidates scheduled to speak include union-endorsed 
Adam Edelen, a Democrat who is running for state auditor.  
 Other politicians committed to speak are Democratic State Reps. Mike 
Cherry and Fred Nesler and Paducah City Commissioner Gerald Watkins. ñWeôll 
probably hear from others as we get closer to Labor Day,ò Duncan said. 
 Bill Londrigan, Kentucky State AFL-CIO president, will speak and serve as 
master of ceremonies. After the speeches, the Tony Logue Band, Lew Jetton and 
61 South and Reggie LaFaye will provide music. The program will end at 4:30 
p.m. with a raffle for prizes and cash. ñWe will also be giving away door prizes 
throughout the day,ò Duncan said. 



An Arab Spring and an American Autumn 
By DEVIN GRIGGS 

 
            Editorôs note: Devin Griggs is a junior at Murray State University and 
secretary of the College Democrats. His is the son of Cliff Griggs, a 
member of United Steelworkers Local 9447-5. 
 
           Republican presidential hopeful Rick Perry recently compared his partyôs 
drive for deregulation and tax cuts to the civil rights movement of the 1960s, 
noting, ñAmerica must be about freedom.ò  
            I dare say that Martin Luther King Jr., leader of the modern civil rights 
movement and a strong supporter of unions, would likely agree with the 
aforementioned quote, but would find the Texas governorôs comparison 
laughable. Indeed, the promise of America has always been the promise of 
freedom -- but the ñfreedomò that Perry advocates is ñfreedomò for only a select, 
wealthy few. 
            Perryôs quote gives leverage to the idea that America has not always 
lived up to that promise. But judging by his record, Perry is referencing an 
episode in American history when big business was not allowed to monopolize 
our politics. However, implying that we havenôt always lived up to our promise is 
correct -- but not for reasons that heôd suggest. For the past four decades, 
Americaôs promise has been one not of equal opportunity for all, but a nationwide 
ñget rich quickò scheme that has allowed a few Americans, free from government 
intervention, to get vastly richer while most of us have steadily fallen behind.  
            Big business has enjoyed the ñblessings of libertyò birthed by the end of 
1960s activism -- the ñlibertyò to ignore social responsibility, the ñlibertyò to crush 
unions and democracy on the job and the ñlibertyò to ignore or rewrite the law to 
suit their own agenda. The end result? Wages have stagnated for four decades. 
The minimum wage, when adjusted for inflation, is at a historic low. 
Manufacturing jobs have been outsourced and replaced with low-wage, non-
union, service sector jobs. The gap between the richest among us and everyone 
else now stands where it stood in 1929.  
            Americans have taken notice and dropped out of politics. Who can blame 
them? The working class majority has but a small contingent of support in 
Congress and next to no influence. Disgruntled working class Americans who sat 
out last Novemberôs elections, however, are learning all too well that dropping out 
is not a viable option. The only viable option going forward is a new politics of 
freedom. Once again, America must live up to her promise of a fuller freedom for 
all.  
            There are many models on which one can build a new politics of freedom, 
but I think that a good place to start would be the ñSecond Bill of Rightsò 
proposed by President Franklin Roosevelt. Among the rights he proposed were 
the right to a job with a living wage, a right to protection from unfair business 
practices, a right to a home, a right to medical care, a right to education, and a 
right to social security in old age. All these rights spell security, and they would all 



go a long way to fighting the hostile takeover of our democracy by vested 
corporate interests. 
            Across the Middle East, the ñArab Springò has brought a wave of 
democracy to a region formerly in the grip of autocracy. The American economy, 
as it stands today, is a similar sort of autocracy with its own mini-Mubaraks and 
Qaddafis unchallenged, and with near unlimited power to affect you and yours.  
            Americans have always fought against tyranny, and economic tyranny is 
yet another injustice that we the people must overcome with an ñAmerican 
Autumnò for economic democracy and social justice. So letôs do it in every way 
we can, America -- from making sure that we hold our elected officials from the 
school boards to Congress accountable, to organizing a union to spreading 
democracy to the workplace (Yes, that means Murray State, too. Itôs high time 
that our underpaid and overworked staff, faculty, and student workers stopped 
taking orders and started making demands.) 
            The power to change this country rests in your hands.  
 

Minutes of the Aug. 4, 2011 Council Meeting 
Compiled by Berry Craig 

 President Jeff Wiggins gaveled the meting to order at 7:30 p.m. There was 
no Executive Board meeting, and the regular meeting time was delayed because 
of the Democratic Party dinner. 
 After the customary Pledge of Allegiance and prayer, Wiggins reviewed 
the monthly correspondence. 
 Delegates voted to suspend the regular order of business to hear a 
presentation from a Disabled American Veterans spokesman in favor of state 
historical honoring World War II veterans. Bill Hack, a retired Ironworker and 
longtime area union leader, is involved in the program. 
 Money is being sought for the marker. The council voted to contribute 
$200 toward the marker. 
 In other business, Wiggins said the 2011. W.C. Young Dinner will be Aug. 
30 at 6:30 p.m. at Skillets Restaurant in Bandana. 
 Brandon Duncan, council financial secretary-treasurer, gave the financial 
report. Duncan, who is also president of the Western Kentucky Labor Day 
Committee, reported on the parade which, this year, will start on Broadway at 
14th Street and continue to Broadway and 2nd St. 
 Wiggins and COPE Director Howard ñBubbaò Dawes led a discussion 
about politics. Wiggins stressed that while state AFL-CIO endorsed Gov. Steve 
Beshear was 24 points ahead in the most recent Louisville Courier-
Journal/WHAS Bluegrass Poll, unions must work as if he is 24 points behind. 
Wiggins also urged delegates to volunteer for the Labor 2011 program and 
support all of the union-endorsed candidates. 
 
  



From the national AFL -CIO website  

Ky. Working Families Not Resting on Big 

Lead in Gov.õs Race 

   
 

By Berry Craig, Aug 12, 2011 

 
Union-endorsed Gov. Steve Beshear (D) is up two dozen points 
over state Senate President David Williams (R), his challenger in 

the gubernatorial race, which will be decided Nov. 8. Still, Bill 
Londrigan, Kentucky State AFL-CIO president and member of 

the Elevator Constructors (IUEC), warns that: 
ñAnything can happen between now and Election Day. We can 
expect a whole lot of money coming into the state to undermine 
our candidate. You can never rest until itôs over. If you do, you 

give the other side a chance to catch up. We are going to work as 
hard as we can to make sure that doesnôt happen.ò 

The latest Louisville Courier-Journal/WHAS11 Bluegrass Poll has 
Beshear, who also earned the state AFL-CIO endorsement in 

2007, leading Williams by 24 points. 
Four years ago, Beshear unseated Republican Gov. Ernie 

Fletcher. Jeff Wiggins, a United Steelworkers member (USW) 
and president of the Paducah-based Western Kentucky AFL-

CIO Area Council, says, ñWilliams is another Fletcher.ò 
Fletcher tried to push a ñright to workò law through the legislature 

and tried to get rid of the prevailing wage, Williams wants to make Kentucky a right to work state. 
He opposes the prevailing wage. We are going to work tirelessly between now and Election Day 

to make sure our members know who is for us and who is not. 
Beshear opposes òright to workò for less legislation and he supports Kentuckyôs prevailing wage 

law. 
While Wiggins is glad to see Beshear so far ahead, he says, ñWeôve got to approach this election 

as if our candidate was 24 points behind.ò 
To help labor-endorsed candidates, the state AFL-CIO is sponsoring a Labor 2011 program.  All 
across the state, union volunteers will be phone banking, distributing literature and talking face to 
face with their union brothers and sisters at their worksites, urging them to support union-backed 

candidates. 
Beshearôs running mate for the lieutenant governorôs post is former Louisville mayor Jerry 

Abramson. Agriculture Commissioner Richie Farmer is on the ticket with Williams. 
Larry Jaggers, state AFL-CIO secretary-treasurer and a USW member, also says the governorôs 

race is far from over. 
This campaign is just beginning. We can expect all kinds of outside money coming in for the 

Williams-Farmer team and a negative campaign from them. 
Jaggers and Wiggins say Williams would be Kentuckyôs version of Scott Walker, Wisconsinôs tea 

party-tilting, billionaire-bankrolled, union-busting governor. Says Jaggers: 
Williams has said he doesnôt know [Wisconsin Gov.] Scott Walker well but said he is ñvery much 

an admirer of hisò for the things he has done in Wisconsin. 
Joe Holland, national AFL-CIO state director, says Walker is Williamsô idol. Like Walker, Williams 
ñadamantly opposes collective bargaining for public employees,ò according to Holland, a Mine 

Workers (UMWA) member. 
Meanwhile, count Jay Latham, a UAW retiree, among other union activists who are pleased to 

see Williams eating Beshearôs dust. Yet he, too, is cautious. 
We canôt let up. Itôs just like our old basketball coach used to tell us boys: If youôre 15 points 

ahead, youôve got to play like youôre 15 points behind. 

 

 

  

  Kentucky Gov. Steve Beshear   
 

  
    

http://blog.aflcio.org/?page_id=3406#Berry Craig
http://ky.aflcio.org/5017/
https://www.iuec.org/
http://blog.aflcio.org/2007/11/07/big-wins-for-working-families-in-kentucky-and-virginia-elections/
http://www.usw.org/
http://www.wkyafl-cio.org/
http://www.wkyafl-cio.org/
http://www.umwa.org/
http://www.uaw.org/
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